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Preface 
 
Henry Mayer wrote: These Notes are pretty haphazard and do not 
meet the minimum standards of a bibliography or even of a checklist. They 
are the by-product of my book, The Press in Australia (Lansdowne Press, 
Melbourne, 1964). They consist largely of a listing of material I read in 
doing research on this book, supplemented by some entries which are taken 
from the results of a questionnaire sent to all metropolitan newspapers. I 
would like to thank the editors and librarians who furnished entries. 
 
The bulk of the book deals with 20th Century Australian metropolitan 
dailies. I began by making a survey of existing book and pamphlets on these, 
and in this field the Notes are most complete. For my historical chapter, 
which deals with some aspects of our 19th Century press, I did three main 
things: First, I sampled a cross section of dailies in 25 year periods. Second, 
I checked all books which were subject-indexed in the Mitchell catalogue. 
The entries for these, in fuller and more precise form, are given in the Notes. 
Third, I was faced with the problem of how to get [at] primary sources 
without consulting either manuscripts or Government documents. After 
spending some weeks on both, I decided that a thorough search would take 
up too much time relative to my short chapter. I hence switched to making a 
systematic check of 100 journal and magazine titles. The Mitchell catalogue 
lists some of them by states, but its selection is very incomplete.  
 
As it would have been folly to go through the whole catalogue, I 
began by checking all promising periodicals mentioned in Frank S. 
Greenop’s History of Magazine Publishing in Australia, and all titles 
mentioned in H.M. Green’s A History of Australian Literature. These were 
supplemented by entries from Ferguson’s bibliography and by a check under 
likely titles in the catalogue, e.g. “Australian ...”, “Sydney ...”, “Colonial ...” 
etc. The periodicals often had references to their contemporaries, which 
were also used. This gave me a rough-and-ready list, which met two 
essential requirements: It covered a long period, and it contained periodicals 
from all states. I recognize, of course, that this was not a systematic 
sampling – but in order to draw a sample one would have needed a complete 
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bibliography of titles. The period of checking depended on the length of the 
run, and the apparent promise of the periodical. The material was then 
supplemented by consulting The Bulletin Index, 1880-90. The entries given 
here are a selection from that index, and include only the longer and more 
informative pieces. 
 
As usual, the scope of the book as published is much narrower than its 
scope at first conceived. I have included entries on a number of subjects 
marginal to the daily metropolitan press, but of course these are very 
incomplete. So far as location is concerned, nearly all the books and most of 
the periodicals mentioned are in the Mitchell Library. But the Library does 
not contain some of the “House Organs” and “Cadet” papers mentioned. It is 
rather spotty so far as pamphlets are concerned, and perhaps 10-20% of the 
pamphlets mentioned here are not in the Mitchell. Apart from the Mitchell, I 
also checked the catalogues of the State Public Library of Victoria and of the 
National Library of Australia.  
 
My book contains some material based on semi-confidential surveys 
conducted by Anderson Analysis etc. These reports have not been included 
here, as they do not seem to be in any Public Library. 
 
I would like to thank my Research Assistant, Miss M.B. Marshall, 
who assisted a great deal in the location of the material and helped also in 
the classification of the Notes. 
 
I do not think there is more to be said in justification of publishing 
these Notes. There seems to have been no attempt at any systematic 
bibliographical work in any of the fields mentioned. Even if the Notes do not 
lead someone to making an effort in this direction, they should save some 
dreary and time-consuming work to a few researchers. 
 
Henry Mayer 
University of Sydney 
Department of Government 
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NEWSPAPERS 
 
Accession Lists and Bibliographies and Union Lists of Newspapers 
(a) General (Australian) 
(b) States 
 
Arnot, Jean Fleming. A bibliography of the newspapers filed in the Mitchell 
Library and the general reference collection of the Public Library of 
New South Wales, Sydney, 1944. 
Australia. Department of Immigration, Newspapers or Periodicals in foreign 
languages published, or authorised for publication in Australia, by 
consent granted under the Publication of newspapers in foreign 
languages regulations ...; 1951-1956. Canberra 1951-1956. Processed. 
Commonwealth National Library, Union List of newspapers in Australian 
libraries, Canberra, 1959-1960. 
Part 1. Newspapers published outside Australia with Supplement No. 
1. 
Part 2. Newspapers published in Australia. 
Ferguson, John Alexander, Bibliography of Australia, Sydney, 1941-  I: 
1784-1830;  II: 1831-1838;  III: 1839-1845;  IV: 1846-1850. 
Foxcroft, Albert Broadbent, The Australian catalogue: a reference index to 
the books and periodicals published and still current in the 
Commonwealth of Australia. Melbourne 1911. (includes government 
publications). 
Foxcroft, A.B., The Australian catalogue: a reference index to the books and 
periodicals published and still current in the Commonwealth of 
Australia. New Edition, London, 1961. 
Hewitt, Arthur Reginald, Union list of Commonwealth newspapers in 
London, Oxford and Cambridge. London 1960. 
‘List of Newspapers, Magazines, etc. filed in the Library of the Royal 
Colonial Institute’, Proceedings of the Royal Colonial Institute, 
xxxviii, 1906-1907, 71-78. Commonwealth of Australia and the States, 
72-74. 
Public Library of N.S.W., Newspapers collated March-July 1937 (collation 
notes for sets of 20 early Sydney newspapers, filed in the General 
Reference Department and the Mitchell Library. Compiled by J.F. 
Arnot), Sydney 1937. 
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N.S.W. Govt. Printing Office, Official list of Newspapers published in 
N.S.W. etc. No. 11, Sydney 1909. 
‘The Australian Press. Early Newspapers of New South Wales. A 
Chronological List (From 1803 to 1845)’, Old Times, 1 (3), June 1903, 
22-24. 
Public Library of N.S.W., List of newspapers received in the newspaper 
room, 1894, 1899, 1900, 1902, 1905. 
City of Sydney Public Library, List of papers etc. filed in the City of Sydney 
Public Library, Sydney 1951. 
Queensland – Parliament Library, List of newspapers held in the Queensland 
Parliamentary Library. Brisbane 1957. 
Launceston Public Library, List of books on the early history of Australia 
and Tasmania, almanacs and Tasmanian newspaper files. Launceston 
1933. 
Miller, E. Morris, ‘An Unrecorded Hobart Town Gazette’, Tasmanian 
Historical Research Association, Papers and Proceedings, 7 (3), 
January 1959, 34-43; 7 (4), June 1959, 59-65. 
Moore-Robinson, G. Chronological List of Tasmanian Newspapers from 
1810 to 1933, Hobart 1933. 
Tasmania. State Archives, Alphabetical list of Tasmanian newspapers held 
in Tasmanian Archives. Hobart, 1957. Typescript. 
Tasmania. State Archives, Chronological table showing Tasmanian 
newspapers available in Tasmanian State Archives for the years 
1816-1955. Hobart 1955. Typescript. 
Public Library of Victoria, Catalogue of newspapers, magazines, reviews, 
publications of societies and government periodical publications 
currently received at the Melbourne Public Library. 1891. 
Turner, Henry Gyles, ‘The Beginning of Literature in Victoria’, Victorian 
Historical Magazine, 4 (2), December 1914, 83-94. Much the same 
material, shorter, as in his Library Record articles. 
University of Melbourne, School of History, Newspapers in the Public 
Library of Victoria, in its: Victorian Historical Documents: part I, An 
outline list of documents mainly in the Public Library of Victoria, and 
relating to the history of Victoria. Melbourne 1949. Processed. 
Public Library of Western Australia, Early Western Australian Newspapers. 
Research Note 139. Typescript. 
Public Library of Western Australia, Western Australian Newspapers in the 
Mitchell Library and in the General Reference Section of the Public 
Library of New South Wales. Research Note 262. Typescript. 
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Specimen Copies 
Australian Newspapers – Specimen Copies, 1888-1910. Mitchell MDQ 
079/29. 
‘The Newspaper Press of N.S.W.’ – Printed in January 1888. M NA 7. 
The Newspaper Press – N.S.W. 1892. M NA 6. 
‘Newspapers published in N.S.W.’ – 1875. M NA 5. 
Newspapers published in Victoria, 1873. X 079/C. 
Newspapers and periodicals published in the Colony of Victoria on or about 
April 15, 1872. 
Copies of Newspapers published in Victoria 1873. Mitchell X 079/C. 
‘Western Australian Newspapers’ 1894-97. NA 50. 
Indexes to Newspapers 
(a) General, alphabetically arranged. 
(b) Individual papers’ (alphabetical) indexes (chronological) 
 
Bayley, William Alan (comp.), Albury: history notes and index to 
newspapers published in Albury. 1954. 
Consolidated Press Ltd., Sydney, Subject index to all Sydney metropolitan 
newspapers, 1940- (Located in the office of Consolidated Press Ltd.). 
New South Wales Parliament Library, Index to Sydney daily and Sunday 
newspapers (late editions) and a selection of entries from the political 
weeklies. 1900 . 
Pooley, Grace Hendy, Subject index of newspapers, British and Foreign. 
(n.p.c.1920). Typescript. Indexes items relating to Australia in 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century newspapers, overseas and 
Australian. 
Wright, Hugh, ‘An Index to Australian Magazines and Newspapers’, Library 
Association of Australasia, Proceedings of the Sydney meeting, 
October 1898. Sydney 1898, 72-75. Stresses the need for an index. 
Advertiser, Adelaide, Index: No. 1, May/June, 1932 – No. 8, July/December, 
1935. (Adelaide 1932-36). 
Age, Melbourne, Index for Age: from January 1868 to December 1878. 
(Melbourne, 1879?). 
Index for Age: 1892-1899. (Melbourne, 1899?). 
Index to the Age newspaper. 1900-1909. Compiled by F. Fitzgerald. 
Public Library of Victoria, on cards. Compilation suspended. 
Index: 1909- . Handwritten in book form. Maintained at the office of 
the Age. 
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Fitzgerald, F. (comp.), Index to the Age newspaper. 1900-1909. Public 
Library of Victoria, on cards. Compilation suspended.* 
Argus, Melbourne, Index: 1846-1854: compiled by J.A. Feeley. Typescript. 
Index: January/June 1910 – No. 79, January/June 1949. Melbourne 
1910-1949? 
Index: July 1949 – January 19th 1957. On cards at Herald Melbourne 
office. 
Feeley, J.A. (comp.), Argus, Melbourne, Index: 1846-1854. Typescript.* 
Australian, Sydney, Index: 1824-1842. On cards. 
The Bulletin, Index: 1880-1898. 
Daily Mirror, Sydney, Index: 1941 – . Maintained on cards in the Daily 
Mirror office. 
Empire, Sydney, Index: October 21, 1851 – August 9, 1855. Manuscript. 
Examiner, Launceston, Index: January 1957 – . Compiled by the State 
Library of Tasmania. On cards. Covers articles of Tasmanian interest. 
Herald, Melbourne, Index: 1925 - . On cards at the Herald office. 
Mercury, Hobart, Index: January 1957 - . Compiled by the State Library of 
Tasmania. On cards. Covers articles of Tasmanian interest. 
Port Phillip Gazette, Melbourne, Index: October 1838 – April 1845. 
Compiler C.A. Cooper. On cards. 
Cooper, C.A. Port Phillip Gazette, Melbourne, Index: October 1838 – April 
1845. On cards.* 
Port Phillip Herald, Melbourne, Index: 1840-1845. Compiler C.A. Cooper. 
On cards. 
Cooper, C.A. Port Phillip Herald, Melbourne, Index: 1840-1845. On cards.* 
Sun News-Pictorial, Melbourne, Index: 1925-1929. On cards. At Sun, 
Melbourne office. 
Index: 1926 - . On cards at Herald, Melbourne office. 
Sunday Mirror, Sydney, Index: October 1958 - . On cards at Sunday Mirror 
office, Sydney. 
Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Index to the Sydney 
Gazettes 1803-1825, by Grace Hendy Pooley. Sydney 1913. 
Typescript. 
Index: 1803 – 1827. On cards. Mitchell Library, Sydney. 
Pooley, Grace Hendy, Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, 
Index to the Sydney Gazettes 1803-1825. Sydney 1913. Typescript.* 
Sydney Gazette, E.I. Cuthbert, Notes on indexing the Sydney Gazette for 
1827. Sydney 1948. 
Cuthbert, E.I., Rules for indexing early Australian newspapers, 
Sydney 1948. 
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Cuthbert, E.I., Sydney Gazette, Notes on indexing the Sydney Gazette for 
1827. Sydney 1948.* 
Cuthbert, E.I., Rules for indexing early Australian newspapers, Sydney 
1948.* 
Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Index: 1803-1842, by 
Grace Hendy Pooley. Sydney 1916. Typescript. 
Pooley, Grace Hendy, Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, 
Index: 1803-1842. Sydney 1916. Typescript.* 
Sydney Morning Herald, Index: 1842 – January 1845. On cards. Mitchell 
Library, Sydney. 
Index: 1921 - . On cards at the office of the Sydney Morning Herald. 
Sydney Morning Herald and Sydney Mail, No. 1, January/March 1927 -  
Sydney. 
Sydney Morning Herald, Index to the Sydney Morning Herald and the Sun-
Herald: No. 1, January. March 1927 - . Sydney 1927 - . Quarterly. 
Truth, Sydney, Index: 1941 – (October 1958 inc. in Sunday Mirror). On 
cards at Sydney Mirror office. 
Western Australian, Perth, Index: 1850-1884, 1949 - . Compiled by the State 
Library of Western Australia. On cards, Western Australian Public 
Library. 
Directories and Maps of Newspapers  
In Chronological Order (with those n.d. at the end) 
 
Commemoration of the boon of the separation of the province of Victoria 
from the colony of New South Wales ... . 1850. Includes chronology 
of newspapers published in Victoria, 1836-1850. 
The Australian Handbook, (after 1905 The Australasian Handbook) contains 
list of ‘Newspapers published in Austral(as)ia’ from 1871-1906. 
Richards, Thomas (comp.), New South Wales in 1881, Sydney 1882. 
Appendix 9, 142-144; List of Newspapers. 
The Victorian Press Manual and Advertisers’ Handbook, 2nd edition. 
Melbourne 1882. 
Gordon and Gotch Ltd. (comps), Australasian Newspaper Directory, 
Sydney 1886, 1888, 1892. (Edition for 1886 contains a sketch 
‘The Colonial Press’, 18-38). 
‘The Colonial Press’ in Gordon and Gotch Ltd. (comps), Australasian 
Newspaper Directory, Sydney 1886, 18-38.* 
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Rogers, J.W.F., The Australasian Federal Directory of Commerce, Trades 
and Professions 1888-1889. Melbourne and Sydney 1889. 
Includes ‘Press Directory of Australasia’, pp. 474-480. 
‘Australia and New Zealand as They Are in the Present Day’, in Sell’s 
Dictionary of the World’s Press and Advertisers’ Reference 
Book, London 1889. 2nd edition, 131-137. 
‘The Newspaper Press of Australasia’ Supplement to The Newspaper Press 
Directory for 1891, London 1891, 20-52. 
Gordon and Gotch, Advertisers’ and Subscribers’ Guide, 3rd edition, 
Melbourne 1892. 
Smyth, Arthur (ed. and comp.), The Official Newspaper Directory of 
Australasia, 2nd edition, Sydney 1892. Includes an article by 
Smyth ‘Opposition of Newspaper Proprietors and Canvassers to 
the system of Advertising Agency’, 7-8. 
Smyth, Arthur, ‘Opposition of Newspaper Proprietors and Canvassers to the 
system of Advertising Agency’, in Smyth, Arthur (ed. and 
comp.), The Official Newspaper Directory of Australasia, 2nd 
edition, Sydney 1892. pp. 7-8.* 
Sell, Henry (comp.), Sell’s Dictionary of the World’s Press, London 1902. 
‘Australasia’ 627-644. 
‘Australasia’ in Sell, Henry (comp.), Sell’s Dictionary of the World’s Press, 
London 1902. pp. 627-644.* 
‘Newspapers published in Australasia’, The Australian Handbook, Sydney 
1906, 672-685. Also newspaper maps. 
Reuter’s Directory of Australasian Newspapers. 5th edition. Sydney. 
Reuter’s Telegram Co. Ltd., 1910. 
Press Directory of Australia and New Zealand, Sydney. 1914, 1919, 1922, 
1925, 1928, 1930, 1933, 1935, 1938, 1942, 1947, 1951, 1954, 
1958, 1961. Issued approximately every three years. 
G. Street and Co. Ltd., Street’s Newspaper Directory, 1916. London 1916. 
Gordon and Gotch Australasia: World’s press agency: Australasian 
newspapers list. Melbourne ? 1920. 
Sell, Henry, Sell’s World Press: the handbook of the fourth estate, 36th 
edition. London 1921. pp. 415-425. 
Australasian Advertisers’ Manual and Newspaper Directory, 1923, Sydney 
1923. Includes: 
W.O. Richards, ‘The Australasian Advertising Agency’, 59. 
W.G. Conley, ‘Responsibilities of the Daily Newspaper’, 63-66. 
W. McKenzie, ‘Newspaper Circulation: How it is Built up’, 69-
72. 
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H.R. Hill, ‘Certified Circulation’, 73-76. 
William C. Hubble, ‘”Quality” in Circulation’, 77-79. 
Richards, W.O., ‘The Australasian Advertising Agency’, in Australasian 
Advertisers’ Manual and Newspaper Directory, 1923, Sydney 
1923, p. 59.* 
Conley, W.G., ‘Responsibilities of the Daily Newspaper’, in Australasian 
Advertisers’ Manual and Newspaper Directory, 1923, Sydney 
1923, pp. 63-66.* 
McKenzie, W., ‘Newspaper Circulation: How it is Built up’, in Australasian 
Advertisers’ Manual and Newspaper Directory, 1923, Sydney 
1923, pp. 69-72.* 
Hill, H.R., ‘Certified Circulation’, Australasian Advertisers’ Manual and 
Newspaper Directory, 1923, Sydney 1923, pp. 73-76.* 
Hubble, William C., ‘“Quality” in Circulation’, in Australasian Advertisers’ 
Manual and Newspaper Directory, 1923, Sydney 1923, pp. 77-
79.* 
Australasian Advertisers’ Manual and Newspaper Directory, 1923, Sydney 
1923; Supplement (1923); 1924; 1925-6. 
Newspaper News, (Publishers), The advertisers’ and publishers’ guide of 
Australia and New Zealand, Sydney, 1932-33;  -1935. 
Commonwealth Press Union, Directory of Metropolitan and Provincial 
Daily Newspapers, Sydney 1955. 
Australia. Prime Minister’s Department, List of Official Periodicals: (1) 
issued by Commonwealth Departments; (2) printed by the 
Government Printer; (3) available to the general public. 
Canberra, 1959. Processed. 
AARDS Media Digest 1962. Sydney 1962. 
Gordon and Gotch (Australasia Ltd.), Australasian Newspaper List, Sydney 
n.d. (about 1923). 
Willing’s Press Guide, London. Annual. 
Morris, E.R., The Official Newspaper Atlas of Australasia, Sydney, n.d. 
 
Periodicals Concerning Newspapers 
Australia and Foreign Affairs: Digest of Australian Press Opinion, 
(Department of External Affairs, Canberra) 1958-59. 
Australian Press Opinion on Foreign Policy: A Monthly Survey by the 
Victorian Branch of the Australian Institute of International Affairs. 
No. 37, February 1948 – No. 56, September 1949. Title changes. 
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Australian Public Onion, 1 (1), 16 July 1887 – 1 (14), 15 October 1887. 
Reading one paper means one is ‘liable to receive a partisan’s 
impression’. The journal is a digest of editorials and papers, overseas 
and Australian, without comment. 
House News, November 1929 - . (Quarterly and two-monthly in some years; 
now monthly). 
Mary’s Own Paper: Primarily a Review of Current Cultural Events in South 
Australia. Fairly regular critical column on the press, mainly about 
vulgarity and headlines, eg. 1957: April, August, October, November; 
1958: August; 1959: February, July; 1960: May; 1961: May(?). 
Newspaper News, 1 (1) May 1928 - . Monthly to July 1957, then fortnightly. 
Newspaper News, - 25th Anniversary Issue. May 1953. 
Press Progress, being official reports of the Australian Provincial Press 
Association, the N.S.W. Country Press Association (and others) ... 
together with useful information. 1912, 1917, 1922. Sydney. 
West Australian Newspapers Ltd., Quarterly Bulletin: A review of the 
operations of West Australian Newspapers Ltd., 1 (1), February 1962 
- . Perth. 
Press Conferences, Press Union 
Australia: A Handbook for the Australian Tour of the Third Imperial Press 
Conference, 1925. Sydney 1925. Includes brief outlines of newspaper 
history of all States. 
Australian Newspapers Council, First conference of Australian editors at 
Melbourne, November 11th and 12th, 1948. Sydney 1949. 
Commonwealth Press Union, The Commonwealth Press Union – What it is 
and What it does. 1960. 
Dafoe, John Wesley, Under Southern Skies. A series of articles conveying 
the impressions of the writer during the course of a visit to Australia 
and New Zealand as a member of the Imperial Press Conference, 1925. 
Winnipeg, n.d. 
Donald, Robert, The Imperial Press Conference in Canada, London 1920. 
Australian delegation: 93, 170-177, 190-193, 195-196, 198, 217 226-
227, 237-240, 261, 265. 
Hall, Richard, ‘Press Council ? “Curse the Press”’, in The Bulletin, 25 
August 1962, p.6. 
Hardman, Thomas H., A Parliament of the Press: The First Imperial Press 
Conference. London 1909. 
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Kirwan, Sir John, My Life’s Adventure, London 1936.  
Ch. 13: “The First Imperial Press Conference” (1909). 
Ch. 14: “The Second and Third Press Conferences”. 
Kirwan, J.W., Two Imperial Press Conferences. London 1909, Ottawa 1920. 
Delegates and their travels. Kalgoorlie. 1921. 
Mills, J. Saxon, The Press and Communications of the Empire. London 1924. 
Ch. 6: “Newspapers of the Empire”. Discusses Empire Press Union. 
Turner, H.E. (comp.), The Imperial Press Conference in Australia, 1925. 
London 1925. 
Williams, Walter (ed.), The Press Congress of the World in Switzerland. 
Columbia 1928. Guy Innes and F.W. Tonkin were Australian 
delegates. 
Unpublished Theses About Newspapers 
Agnew, J.R., An Analysis of the Content of Two Morning Papers and an 
Investigation of their Methods of Reporting, 1924, 1928, 1932. 
Government II Honours Thesis, University of Sydney 1958. S.M.H. vs. 
Labor Daily; contains a history of the Labor Daily. Restricted access. 
Agnew, John A., A Preliminary Survey of the Intervention of the Sydney 
Morning Herald in the Federal Election Campaign, June-August 1943. 
Government II Honours Thesis, 1959. Department of Government, 
University of Sydney. Access restricted. 
Corden, W.M., The Economics of the Australian Press. M.Comm. Thesis, 
University of Melbourne, 1951. The thesis mentions a previous study, 
D.M. Hocking, “The Australian Press: an Economic Survey” (1940) 
but this seems to have been lost. 
Hale, Lorraine, The Reading Interests of Adolescents in Western Australia. 
B.Educ., University of Western Australia, 1951. Ch.5: “Magazines”. 
Ch.6: “Newspapers”. 
Heffren, A.L., A Survey of Australian Opinion on the Subject of Japan, as 
revealed by a study of the chief newspapers of all Australian States, 
during the period 1 January 1936 to 31 December 1939. M.A. 
(History) 1946. University of Western Australia. Editorials etc., 
mainly in West Australian, Sydney Morning Herald and Labor Daily. 
Higgins, E. McD., The Queensland Labor Government 1915-1929. M.A., 
University of Melbourne, 1954. Includes Press and Labor Government. 
Rawson, Jacqueline, A History of the Australian Paper-Making Industry, 
1818-1951. M.A. (History), University of Melbourne, 1953. Includes 
Newsprint, Bib. 
 19
Robson, L.L., Press and Politics: A study of elections and political issues in 
Tasmania from 1856, when Self Government came into effect, to 
1871. M.A. (History), University of Tasmania, 1954. Not mainly on 
the Press, but has incidental information on bias and protests against it 
and on newspaper owners and candidates. Bib. 
Silverman, Sondra Joyce, Civil Liberties in Australia – World War I. and II. 
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